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    Mark your calendars: 
 
9/15 Visioning Session 
 
9/18 Int'l Student Picnic at the 
Rotary Shelter — volunteers 
needed 
 

President Deb 
Magnuson 

 

by Deb Magnuson 

President’s Message 
 

Peach and Pear sale day is over!  There were a few bumps in the road this 
year.  Friday evening Betty received the call that our truckload of fruit would 
not be coming on Monday.  Many members were already off for the 
weekend, but those who could, called customers and reset the pickup date to 
Wednesday.  Betty enlisted a helper to make about 300 calls (that is why she 
is the Club Administrator, she can handle things!). 
 
Our weather was good, Rotarians adjusted their schedules and came to help, 
and we got peaches and pears sold.  Every shift change there was a little 
work crew training to be done, but it works very well and we had happy 
customers, even with a delay in the sale date.  The sale day takes a lot of 
hands on deck, but behind the scenes…..Dave Wrolstad, Heather Johnson-
Kjos, Cory Badinger, Betty Ophiem, and John Trombley spent many hours 
making sure details were taken care of.  Many thanks to all who participated.  
The day ended with remaining fruit trucked to Scheels by Ryan McManus 
and Rick Larson.  Mark Hulbert graciously helps us sell the unclaimed lugs at 
the Scheels store.  Rotary is a great team to belong to! 
 
Our United Way Back Pack Drive was a huge success.  Two weeks of Happy 
Dollars raised $621 for the cause.  Penny Crowder delivered the check on 
behalf of the club.  As a club member, please feel free to bring worthy causes 
to the attention of the board.  There is always a way to help. 
 
I am so grateful for the commitment and energy of the Fargo West Rotary 
Club.  We have exceptional members, and the friendships formed mean so 
much.  Remember to share Rotary with your business colleagues.  There may 
be someone you know who would be a great Rotarian! 
 
See you on Monday! 
 

 

Can you identify which 53 
year old Rotarian lost the 
last baby tooth on 8/8/11?  
Talk about hanging onto 
things from your childhood! 



  

Plan to be involved! 
 

Hello from the Literacy Corner. As we begin a 
new school year, there are a number of 
literacy projects that get under way along with 
it. Fargo West Rotary adopted Carl Ben Eielson 
as part of the Adopt-A-School program with 
the Fargo Public Schools. We have also 
committed to being involved with many 
different literacy projects and I would like to 
review a few of these with you.   
 
Dictionary Project: Fargo West Rotary along 
with the FM-AM and Fargo (downtown) clubs 
have been donating dictionaries to third 
graders in the Fargo Public, West Fargo Public, 
and Fargo Parochial Schools in the past. We 
are continuing with this project once again this 
year. About 1400 dictionaries are donated and 
the delivery is usually held at the end of 
September or early October. As we get closer 
to delivery we will be requesting volunteers to 
go into the schools and hand out a dictionary 
to every third grader. We try to get all the 
dictionaries delivered in a week and each 
morning it takes approximately 30 minutes of 
your day.  
 
Student ELL: The three Fargo clubs assist the 
English as a Learner’s Language (ELL) students 
at Carl Ben Eielson. Each club takes three 
months of the school year. Fargo West has 
committed to the months of December, 
January and February. Rotarians spend time 
with these students in the classroom setting 
and assist them with homework items such as 
math, science, and history. If there is no 
homework then the time may be spent visiting 
with the students or maybe getting to know 
them better by playing a game of checkers. 
We are enriching the students' lives by 
showing them that we care and are there to 
help.   
 

By Ryan McManus 

Project English: This is a four club project that 
started last year. There is a large need in our 
community to assist adult New Americans with 
learning English so they can adapt to the Fargo-
Moorhead community. The New Americans 
have a great tool by utilizing Rosetta Stone 
software along with Rotarian assistance. Each 
Monday throughout the school year at Carl Ben 
Eielson, volunteers spend time helping this 
population with getting accustomed to using a 
computer, and the Rosetta Stone program. 
Once they get past that initial stage they are 
then able to work at their own pace to learn 
the English language.  This is a growing project 
and there are plans to place Rosetta Stone in 
other facilities in the community, such as 
libraries and job service.   
 
These are all great and very worthwhile 
projects. You will hear much more about them 
in the days and months to come as we request 
volunteers for these projects.  I would like to 
encourage every member to take some time 
and be a part of one of these projects. You are 
welcomed to bring a family member, co-worker 
or friend. Not only is this a great way to 
provide them exposure to Rotary, but it can 
also be used as a prospecting tool for our 
club.  

Yours in Rotary,  
 

Ryan McManus 
 

Melvin Whitney used this great quote as 
greeter last month: "Nobody can manage 
time. But we can manage those things that 
take up our time."   
 
He went on to say "With that said, 
volunteer more hours for Rotary Events 
and Functions." 

Hear, hear! 
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Meet Dean Rich 

 

Rotary Rocker 

Since I am new to Fargo I hope to get to know 
the community and serve it better by being 
part of the Fargo West Rotary Club. 

I was born and raised in Rochester, MN.  I 
have two grown children, one grandchild and 
an 86 pound chocolate lab!  Bowling, boating, 
fishing, and the outdoors in general are my 
passions. I love to laugh and have a good time 
serving others.    

I have 27 years of Sales and Management 
experience that I bring to my new position as 
Director of Sales at the Holiday Inn Fargo.  

Sponsored by Betty Opheim 
Classification: Motels 

"I am pleased to be a 
part of the  Rotary 
Club! As a past 
member of the Lion's 
club, I understand 
'service.' Rotary's 
motto is Service 
Above Self." 

 

Alice Cooper rocked Bluestem Center 
for the Arts Amphitheatre on Aug 7. 
The biggest fan of all was our own 
David Wrolstad! Pictured below are 
David and his wife, Joan, at the 
concert. David wanted her to paint his 
face….guess we should be happy he 
didn’t wear his Rotary Works t-shirt! 

 

This tidbit is from our ex-secretary, Lesley Crawford, who moved back to Alberta, Canada. She 
belongs to the Rotary club of Spruce Grove. She sent this email and I had to share:  
"We had one of our members return from the Grand Cayman Islands. She tried to do a make - up. 
It was their change over meeting, but that was okay. She was welcome to come. 
That is, until she found out the following details: 
Black tie event, which means floor length dress, which she didn't actually throw in with her 
vacation items. 
Price tag — $400 per person, of which $200 goes to charity. 
So, for her husband and her to attend she needed $800." 
 
WOW! You know, we encourage making up your meetings when you travel. Just think of the great 
experiences you will have — it will definitely give you something to talk about — and remember to 
pack your formal clothes! 
 



 
  

   
 

9/6   Tom Fellman 
9/15  Rhonda Ness 
9/28  Chuck Perkins 
9/30  Mark Shaul 
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Peach Sale 

As you know, our August 22nd Peach & Pear Sale was 
changed at the last minute to the 24th.  It caused quite 
the commotion over the weekend since we were 
notified at 5:00 Friday night. A very special thank you 
to Pat DeVine, Daphne Meyers, Joyce Linnerud-
Fowler, Jan Simonson, John Trombley, and Betty 
Opheim for their herculean efforts in calling our 
customers to let them know — the majority did get the 
message.  That wasn't the only cause for panic — we 
needed our members to change their schedules to the 
sale day.  Because of the date change a few of our 
regular volunteers couldn't make it. Paul Hannaher 
sent his wife, Kay, in his place.  Thanks to the following 
members who made the sale a success: Reed Stigen, 
Steve Shark, Mark Shaul, Deb Magnuson, Mark 
Hulbert, John Trombley, David Wrolstad, Melvin 
Whitney, Jr., Kay Hannaher, Mike Hannaher, Ryan 
McManus Penny Crowder, Arden Glanzer, Pat DeVine, 
Zac Paulson, Kara Kalbus, Gerry Brossart, Sharon 
Miller, Julia Beaton, Leann Wolff, Joyce Linnerud 
Fowler, Melvin Whitney Jr, Daphne Meyers, Doug 
Burchill, Rhonda Ness, Randy Dailey-Ruddy, Jan 
Simonson, Tom Fellman, Cathy Hanson, John Stern, 
Kathleen Toft, Mary Johnson, Heather Johnson-Kjos, 
Brad Dahl and Betty Opheim. There would not have 
been a sale if you hadn't been there. If anyone can 
scramble to make things happen, it's Rotarians! 
  
   

 



 

 

Fargo West Rotary Page 5 

 

Peach Sale Photos 
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Don’t forget pears 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather was good and bad. It was extremely 
windy and the people working check- in had to 
weigh down the papers. It was cold in the shade 
even though it was nice in the sun.  We often 
forget we sell pears, too. Our customers are very 
appreciative of the opportunity to get quality fruit. 
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We did have fun! 

 

 

 

Leann, don’t you know you can run; but you 
can't hide? 

 

What a perfect pair — Toothless Cory & his 
dentist. Looks like Cory is sad over the loss. 

Heartfelt thank you from 
Julie 

Fargo West Rotary donated $500 to ALS in Julie’s 
name. Julie is a past member of our club who has ALS 
and is an inspiration to all of us! She continues to 
fight the disease with everything she has and raises 
funds for research. This is her note to us: 
 
“Dear Rotarians: 
Thank you for the generous donation to the ALS 
Association of MN/ND/SD given on my behalf! Your 
contribution helped the association raise $40,000 for 
the 2011 Walk to Defeat ALS, and will bring valuable 
resources and services to local families batting this 
devastating disease. Since my diagnosis seven years 
ago I have not been an active Rotarian but our family 
strives to live lives of service as Rotary instilled in me. 
Thank you for helping us realize our family mission 
statement: “Practice gratitude, lend a hand. You can 
make a difference and give us all a reason for hope.” 

Sincerely,  
Julie Kottsick and family”  

 



 
 
 
 

Important Rotary info 

September Meetings  

Greeter:   Kathleen Toft/Reed 
Stigen  

9/5  No meeting — Labor Day 

9/12  Chris Berg ɂ Ȭ7Å ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭ ÒÁÄÉÏ 
show & his career in radio 

9/19  Jesse Schmidt ɂ Fargo Fire Dept 

9/26  Dr. Kari Wessman ɂ Incontinence 

********************************  

Make up meetings at any of these local 
clubs: 

Fargo West Rotary meets Monday noon at 
the Holiday Inn 

Moorhead Rotary meets Tuesday noon at 
the Moorhead Courtyard by Marriott 

 Fargo Rotary meets Wednesday noon at 
the Radisson Hotel 

FM/AM Rotary meets Thursday at 7:00am 
in the Overture Room at the Ramada 
Plaza Suites 

FM/PM Make up meeting is at 5:15 pm on 
the 1st & 3rd Wed of every month at the 
Winery 

********************************  

  www.fargowestrotary.org 

                 RI 2011-12 theme 

 

 

September is New Generations 
Month  
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Rotary International sets a theme for each month 
and year. August is membership and extension 
month. 
 
The president of Rotary International sent an email 
regarding recruiting younger members. You should 
have received it in your email. His message gives us 
much food for thought. Go through his suggestions 
and think of ways to help our club grow. We have 
many younger members and they contribute 
immensely through their suggestions, energy and 
willingness to serve. 
 

 
 


